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	“We cannot create observers by saying 'observe,' but by giving them the power and the means for this observation and these means are procured through education of the senses.” [image: image2.png]


 Maria Montessori 

	Important Dates to Remember

· In Class Field Trip-Az Farm Bureau-February 8th 10am
· Valentine’s Day Celebration February 14th during school.
· NO SCHOOL - February 20th  in observance of Presidents Day.
.

	
	Preschool/Elementary Happenings…..

This month the children will be very busy. We will be studying the History of Valentine’s Day, Ground Hog’s Day, Leap year, Artist:Michaelangelo, parts of a fish, parts of a seed, and Italy. As we take an adventure to Italy we will explore the geography, food, culture, clothing, and language. Matthew Licardi’s grandpa will be sharing his knowledge of Italy with both classes.
We will also be studying President’s Day. They will learn about courage and bravery through stories of President Lincoln and President Washington. 

.   To read more about the Father of our Country go to: http://sunniebunniezz.com/holiday/presiday.htm
The Elementary class will start their pen pal letters this month. Please make sure to send in an address for someone who lives out of state. 



Valentine’s Day Celebration
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On Tuesday February 14th, we will have our annual Valentine party. This year we will have party coordinators for each class. They will be putting together games, crafts and a special treat for the kids. If your child is in Preschool please have your child sign valentines for everyone in our class. If your child is in Elementary please have them address and sign valentines for everyone in their class. Encourage your child to do as much as he/she can by themselves. If you have any questions please let me know.
Preschool Class: 32 Children
	Elementary Class:
10 children
Blake Bailey

Kaitlyn Belanger

Lucas Carey

Nickolas Cummings

Chase Fredrickson

Andrew Gillman

Kyle Gillman

Nico Kooijmans-Drage

Matthew Licardi

Charbel Tahtouh




Classroom Needs
· Valentine stickers

· Box of business size envelopes
· Fruit for juicing
UPCOMING EVENTS
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Glendale Chocolate Affaire at Murphy Park
February 3rd-5th  2012
Admission is Free
www.visitglendale.com
Peach Blossom Festival

Schnepf Farms
24810 Rittenhouse Road Queen Creek, AZ, 85242
PHONE: 480-987-3100
February 2, 2012 – March 4, 2012
Sunday, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Thursday, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Friday, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Saturday, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM



ON THE WEB: www.schnepffarms.com
PRICE: Admission is Free, Train ride and Hay ride $3 & $5
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   Matsuri Festival

February 25th- 26th  2012 10-5pm
Admission is Free

The 28th Annual Matsuri Festival takes over Heritage and Science Park in downtown Phoenix. This two day Festival will feature colorful displays of authentic Japanese art, crafts, and entertainment. Traditional Japanese food and merchandise will be on sale. 
www.azmatsuri.org

Renaissance Festival 
12601 E. U.S. 60 Apache Junction, AZ, 85218
PHONE: 520-463-2700
February 11th, 2012 – April 1st, 2012
ON THE WEB: www.royalfaires.com/arizona
How to Begin the School Day Calmly

· Give him/her chances to talk about their feelings. “This in itself makes any fears seem more manageable,” says Thomas Olkowski, Ph.D., a psychologist. Kids can’t always put their emotions into words, so you may have to lead off the conversation. You might say, “Going to school can be exciting and sometimes scary.” Then wait for your child’s response.

· Encourage his/her independence in other areas, such as letting them pick out which shorts to wear with their school shirt.

· Watch your language. Part of a child’s separation anxiety stems from his worry that you won’t be okay without him. “Parents inadvertently feed into this fear with comments such as: I’m really going to miss you while you are at school. Instead, try to limit yourself to positive comments: “It’s so exciting that you’re growing up and ready for school now.

· Keep the parting short and sweet. Let the teacher take your child from you, give them a hug and kiss and say “I love you” and then allow the child to walk into school. By lingering, you’re encouraging your child to be clingy the next day because she’ll see that clinginess gets results.

New Families

We have some new families joining our Black Mountain Science Academy family. If you see someone at school you don’t recognize take a moment to introduce yourself. This will make our new families feel welcome and strengthen our BMSA family.

Thank you Corner
To the Krause family for 10 new fish for our classroom tank.
	Your Best Expressions of Love
· Love them enough to set firm yet reasonable limits.
· Love them enough to say no in a nice way.
· Love them enough to refuse their demands.
· Love them enough to let them make mistakes and learn from experience.
· Love them enough to expect them to do chores as a contribution to the family.
· Love them enough to make them earn the special things they want.
· Love them enough to expect them to treat you as well as you treat them.
	A bell is no bell ‘til you ring it,
A song is no song ‘til you sing it,

And love in your heart

Wasn’t put there to stay-

Love isn’t love

‘til you give it away.

-Oscar Hammerstein
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All questions were answered by kids 5 to 10 years old.
· "If falling in love is anything like learning how to spell, I don't want to do it. It takes too long." -- Glenn, age 7 

· "Love is like an avalanche where you have to run for your life." -- John, age 9 

· "I think you're supposed to get shot with an arrow or something, but the rest of it isn't supposed to be so painful." -- Manuel, age 8 

· "No one is sure why it happens, but I heard it has something to do with how you smell. That's why perfume and deodorant are so popular." -- Mae, age 9 

· "Love is the most important thing in the world, but baseball is pretty good too." -- Greg, age 8 

· "Once I'm done with kindergarten, I'm going to find me a wife." -- Tom, age 5 

· "On the first date, they just tell each other lies, and that usually gets them interested enough to go for a second date." -- Mike, 10 

· "One of the people has freckles, and so he finds somebody else who has freckles too." -- Andrew, age 6 

· "My mother says to look for a man who is kind. That's what I'll do. I'll find somebody who's kinda tall and handsome." -- Carolyn, age 8 

· "It gives me a headache to think about that stuff. I'm just a kid. I don't need that kind of trouble." -- Kenny, age 7 

· "One of you should know how to write a check. Because, even if you have tons of love, there is still going to be a lot of bills." -- Ava, age 8 

· "Love is foolish...but I still might try it sometime." -- Floyd, age 9 

· "Love will find you, even if you are trying to hide from it. I been trying to hide from it since I was five, but the girls keep finding me." -- Dave, age 8 
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